



Saturday, May 9, 2020
2
Administration
Dr. Joseph A. ( Jay) Morgan
President
Dr. Bob Albert
Provost and Vice President for  
Academic Affairs
Ms. Mary Fister-Tucker
Vice President of Fiscal Services
Mr. Russell F.  Mast
Vice President for Student Affairs
Mr. James A. Shaw
Vice President for University Advancement
Dr. Caroline Atkins
Assistant to the President for  
Strategic Initiatives
Dr. Laurie Couch
Associate Provost for Undergraduate 
Education and Student Success
Dr. Michael Henson
Associate Provost for Research and
Dean of the Graduate School
Dr. Gregory Russell
Dean, Elmer R. Smith College of  
Business and Technology
Dr. Christopher T. Miller 
Dean, Ernst and Sara Lane Volgenau 
College of Education
 
Dr. Wayne Miller 
Dean, College of Science
Dr. John P. Ernst
Dean, Caudill College of Arts, Humanities 












Mr. Eric E. Howard
Lexington, KY
Ms. Deborah H. Long
Lexington, KY









Pikeville, KY  
The University  
3
Candidates for Degrees  
Subject to the completion of all curriculum requirements, degrees will be conferred upon those 
listed herein and upon such others as may meet the graduation requirements. An asterisk 
represents students who are earning two degrees simultaneously.
Graduate Degrees
Candidates for the degree Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership
Melissa Ann Adams
Stearns, KY














Educational Leadership-Adult and 
Higher Education
Sarah Michelle Elam Farrow



























































Candidates for the degree Master of Arts
Alissa R. Ackerman
Corbin, KY

















































































































































Mt. Sterling , KY
Counseling P-12
Christy Renee Williams
Mt. Sterling , KY
Counseling P-12



























Teacher Leader Gifted Education
Samantha Dawn Statler
Huntington, WV













Teacher Leader - Interdisciplinary 
Education P-5
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Candidates for the degree Master of Public Administration












Candidates for the degree Master of Science
Ahmed Abdallah
Cairo, Egypt






































Engineering and Technology 
Management
Jennifer Lee Ann Shaw
Morehead, KY
Career and Technical Education-IET
Robert David Tackett
Ashland, KY











Candidates for the degree Master of Science in Nursing
Courtney Brooke Addison
Jackson, KY




















Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology








































Candidates for the degree Bachelor of Business Administration






































Jubail Industrial City, Saudi Arabia
General Business
Megan Leigh Arrasmith












































































































































Raven Erika Nicole Little
Jackson, KY




























































































































Mt. Sterling , KY
Marketing
















Candidates for the degree Bachelor of Science




Alkhobar City, Saudi Arabia
Mechanical and Manufacturing 
Engineering Technology
Nasser Mohammed Alkhaldi
Al Jubail, Saudi Arabia




















Industrial Education - Occupation 



















Design and Manufacturing  
Engineering Technology
Nicholas Ryan Logan Branham
Melvin, KY
























































































Industrial Education - Occupation 































Design and Manufacturing  
Engineering Technology
Candidates for the degree Associate of Applied Science
Wesley Owen Conn
Morehead, KY








Ernst and Sara Lane Volgenau College of Education  
Candidates for the degree Bachelor of Arts
Kacy Lynn Clark Abrams
Greenup, KY
































































































































































































Learning and Behavior Disorders  
and Middle Grades Education
Sarah Elizabeth Shockley
Owenton, KY




























Learning and Behavior Disorders  
and Middle Grades Education
Haleigh Nicole Yates-Marcum
Belfry, KY
Early Elementary and Moderate and 
Severe Disabilities
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College of Science       















Health and Physical Education
Katie Miranda Moore




































Candidates for the degree of Bachelor of Science 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Stephanie Grace Tucker Moore
Maysville, KY
Animal Science





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences









































William T. Cole Branham
Pikeville, KY

























Christopher Michael Cicchetti Jr.
Melvin, KY














































































































































































Matthew David Blaine Moore
Grayson, KY

























































Mt. Sterling , KY








































Criminology and Criminal Justice
Sara Wood















































































































































































































































































































































Emily Jane Paige Miller




























































































































University Studies   
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The University Mace 
The practice of carrying a mace in academic processions dates to medieval times 
in England when a person bearing a mace, a formidable weapon, walked in front of 
the highest-ranking official as they entered and departed ceremonial occasions, to 
protect him or her from personal injury.
As adapted by European and American universities, the mace has become a symbol 
of office to the institution’s president and is carried by a distinguished member of 
the faculty. At Morehead State, the joint office of faculty grand marshal and mace 
bearer is held by the current recipient of the Distinguished Teacher Award.
The mace of Morehead State University was fashioned from Eastern Kentucky 
walnut in 1984 by John S. VanHoose, a retired faculty member from the 
Department of Industrial Education and Technology.
Academic Honors - Baccalaureate Degree
Summa Cum Laude - With highest honors
Magna Cum Laude - With great honors
Cum Laude - With honors
Academic Honors - Associate Degree
Distinction - With distinction 
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Academic Costumes 
The wearing of academic costumes is a custom that goes back to the Middle 
Ages. Since the early European and English universities were founded by the 
church, the students and teachers were required to wear distinctive gowns at 
all times. Although the custom was brought to this country in Colonial days, 
the requirement for students was soon dropped. The custom for professors was 
confined to special occasions such as graduation exercises and inaugurations 
of new presidents. With the increase in the number of educational institutions 
and the development of new subject-matter fields, some confusion arose in time 
about the type of gown and the specific color to denote various degrees. To 
introduce desirable uniformity and set up a clearing house for new developments, a 
commission representing leading American colleges produced The Intercollegiate 
Code in 1895. In 1932, a national committee of the American Council on 
Education revised this code into The Academic Costume Code. It was revised in 
1959. Although not obligatory, most of the educational institutions in the country 
follow it in awarding their degrees, earned and honorary.
The most significant part of the academic dress is the hood. The color of its velvet 
border indicates the academic field, and it is lined with the color or colors of the 
institution granting the degree. The hoods of those receiving a Master of Arts or an 
honorary degree of Doctor of Letters have those same color indications, but each 
successively higher degree carries with it a longer hood. The doctoral hood also has 
side panels on the back.
Although most doctoral gowns are black with black velvet bars and panels, in some 
cases the color of the gown is that of the university conferring the degree. All such 
gowns have black bars and panels.
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Academic fields may also be indicated by the color of velvet on the doctoral gowns; 
three two-inch bars on the sleeves and a five-inch border extending from the back 
of the neck down the two sides in front. For the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, 
the color is dark blue; for Doctor of Medicine, green; for Doctor of Education, light 
blue; for Doctor of Science, golden yellow. These colors also appear in the velvet of 
the hood unless the hood represents an honorary degree. The Doctor of Laws has 
purple velvet. The Doctor of Humanities is white, as is the Doctor of Letters. The 
Doctor of Public Administration has a hood with velvet in pale aqua.
Caps are black. Tassels are usually black for bachelor’s and master’s degrees, gold 
for doctorates. Gowns for bachelor’s and master’s are plain black, but sleeves of the 
latter are short with “trailing elbows.” Doctoral gowns of European universities are 
usually very colorful. The caps are often of some soft material such as velvet and are 
ordinarily not of the conventional mortar-board shape. Several examples may be 
seen in the University faculty:
Arts, Letters, Humanities - white 
Commerce, Accountancy, Business - drab
Education - light blue
Engineering - orange
Fine Arts - brown
Journalism - crimson
Law - purple




Philosophy - dark blue
Physical Education - sage green
Science - golden yellow
Social Science - cream
Theology - scarlet
Veterinary Science - gray
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Nondiscrimination Statement 
Morehead State University is committed to providing equal educational 
opportunities to all persons regardless of race, color, national origin, age, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disabled veterans, 
recently separated veterans, other protected veterans, and armed forces service 
medal veterans, or disability in its educational programs, services, activities, 
employment policies, and admission of students to any program of study. In this 
regard the University conforms to all the laws, statutes, and regulations concerning 
equal employment opportunities and affirmative action. This includes: Title VI and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972, Executive Orders 11246 and 11375, Equal Pay Act of 1963, Vietnam 
Era Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act of 1967, Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and Kentucky Revised Statutes 207.130 
to 207.240; Chapter 344 and other applicable statutes. Vocational educational 
programs at Morehead State University supported by federal funds include 
industrial education, vocational agriculture, business education, and the associate 
degree program in nursing. Any inquiries should be addressed to: Affirmative 
Action Officer, Morehead State University, 301 Howell-McDowell Administration 
Building, Morehead, KY 40351, 606-783-2097.
Alma Mater
(The audience is invited to participate.)
 Far above the rolling campus,
 Resting in the dale,
 Stands the dear old Alma Mater
 We will always hail.
 Shout in chorus, raise your voices,
 Blue and Gold - praise you.
 Winning through to fame and glory,








Saturday, November 21, 2020 at 10 a.m.
Academic-Athletic Center
Opening of Ceremony .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mr . Maxwell Ammons
National Anthem  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ms . Abreona Walker
 Words by Francis Scott Key Mr . William A . Murphy, Piano 
 Music by John Stafford Smith  
 
Welcome and Introductions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dr . Joseph A . ( Jay) Morgan
 President 
Commencement Address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ms . Olivia Lauren Lohmeier
Student Representative 
Remarks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President Morgan
Presentation of Candidates for Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr . Greg Russell
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
 Dr . Laurie Couch  
Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education and Student Success
Dr . Johnathan Nelson
Dean, Elmer R . Smith College of Business and Technology
 Dr . Scott Davison
 Dean, Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
Conferring of Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President Morgan
Alumni Association Induction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dr . Greg Russell
Commissioning of ROTC Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . MAJ Jonathan Gensley
Alma Mater   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ms . Abreona Walker
Words by Elwood Kozee (1953) Mr . William A . Murphy, Piano  




Saturday, November 21, 2020 at 1 p.m.
Academic-Athletic Center
Opening of Ceremony .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mr . Maxwell Ammons
National Anthem  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ms . Abreona Walker
 Words by Francis Scott Key Mr . William A . Murphy, Piano 
 Music by John Stafford Smith  
 
Welcome and Introductions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dr . Joseph A . ( Jay) Morgan
 President 
Commencement Address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mr . Josiah Michael Hudson
Student Representative 
Remarks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President Morgan
Presentation of Candidates for Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr . Greg Russell
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
 Dr . Laurie Couch  
Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education and Student Success
Dr . Antony Norman
Dean, Ernst and Sara Lane Volgenau College of Education
Dr . Wayne Miller
Dean, College of Science
Conferring of Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President Morgan
Alumni Association Induction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dr . Greg Russell
Alma Mater   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ms . Abreona Walker
Words by Elwood Kozee (1953) Mr . William A . Murphy, Piano  
Music by Betty Jo Whitt (1952)  
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Dr . Joseph A . ( Jay) Morgan is the 14th president of 
Morehead State University . 
Dr . Morgan has served as president of Morehead 
State University since July 1, 2017 . His focus at MSU 
has been on student success, performance outcomes, 
academic excellence, as well as university rankings and 
responsiveness to the region .  
Prior to service at MSU, Dr . Morgan served as 
the state-wide chief academic officer and vice 
president for academic affairs and student success for the Kentucky Council 
on Postsecondary Education in Frankfort . Before state-wide service at the 
Council, Dr . Morgan served as provost and vice president for academic affairs 
at Murray State University, as well as associate provost, university faculty 
regent, leadership program director, graduate program coordinator, and 
professor/teacher educator . He also has early career service as an entrepreneur, 
as well as being a high school teacher and coach .  
Dr . Morgan holds a Ph .D . from Oklahoma State University and a B .S . and an 
M .S . from Murray State University .  
He currently serves as a board of trustees and executive council member of 
the Southern Association of College and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) and is on the Council of Presidents of the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference – Division I . 
Dr . Morgan formerly served as a board member of a medical university, several 
foundation boards, vice chair of a public university board, a bank board, and 
the Kentucky Educational Professional Standards Board administering public 
school teacher licensing and educational standards . Additionally, his former 
public service includes serving four terms as an elected member of a city 
council, board president of a chamber of commerce, board chair of the United 
Way, was formerly named Citizen of the Year, is a Rotarian, and has been 
involved with economic development, banking and other regional initiatives . 
He has taught, worked and traveled in more than 15 countries for academics, 
business, research, and development .
Commencement Profiles  
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Olivia Lohmeier of Cincinnati, Ohio, was selected as 
the commencement speaker representing the Elmer R . 
Smith College of Business and Technology . She is the 
daughter of Marty and Doug Lohmeier . She graduated 
with a 3 .94 cumulative GPA and earned a Bachelor of 
Business Administration in Information Systems Area .   
A member of MSU’s volleyball team and beach 
volleyball team, Lohmeier was recently honored as one 
of six Ohio Valley Conference (OVC) Scholar-Athletes 
for 2020, the highest individual honor for a conference student-athlete . 
She was also honored in the 2019-20 academic year as the Elmer R . Smith 
College of Business and Technology Outstanding Computer Information 
Systems Student of the Year . She has been a multi-year selection to the OVC’s 
Commissioner’s Honor Roll and the Dean’s List while also earning multiple 
OVC Academic Medals of Honor . 
Lohmeier is a member of the MSU volleyball leadership team and a volleyball 
representative on the core leadership team of Athletes in Action (AIA) . She’s 
also volunteered for numerous off and on-campus events, including Better Life 
Church, College Night, Freshman Move-In and numerous youth clinics . 
Lohmeier was named to the American Volleyball Coaches Association All-
Midwest Region Team and a VolleyballMag .com Honorable Mention All-
American in 2019 . A First Team All-OVC selection for two straight seasons, 
she ranked Top 25 in the NCAA in five statistical categories in 2019, including 
ranking seventh in the country in total points and eighth in total kills . Her 564 
kills marked an MSU junior class record and tallied the fourth highest single-
season total in program history . She was the OVC Volleyball Player of the Year 
in 2018 and has now earned eight OVC Player of the Week honors in the past 
two seasons . She was also named MSU’s Miss Eagle for 2018, the highest honor 
for a female student-athlete at MSU . As a member of the beach volleyball team, 
she also owns the career record for flight victories with 27 and set the single-
season flight victory record with 17 in 2019 . 
Commencement Profiles  
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Joshiah Michael Hudson of South Shore, Kentucky, 
was selected as the commencement speaker 
representing the College of Science . He is the son 
of Jan and Greg Hudson . He graduated with a 3 .9 
cumulative GPA and earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Biomedical Sciences . 
Hudson was the recipient of the David Watts 
Scholarship, the Kentucky Scholar Award, the 
Alumni Scholarship and the Kentucky Educational 
Excellence Scholarship . He also participated in Northeast Kentucky Area 
Health Education Center’s STEPS program during the 2019-20 academic year . 
Hudson has been involved with MSU’s CRU (Campus Crusade for Christ 
International) since his freshman year . He joined the leadership his sophomore 
year and currently serves as MSU CRU’s president . 
Hudson has been accepted into the University of Louisville School of Medicine 
with plans to become a pediatrician or Med-Peds doctor . He eventually wants 
to return home to South Shore to practice medicine at his father’s pediatric 
office, Christ Care Pediatrics . 
Commencement Profiles  
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Administration
Dr . Joseph A . ( Jay) Morgan
President
Dr . Greg Russell 
Provost and Vice President for  
Academic Affairs
Ms . Mary Fister-Tucker
Vice President of Fiscal Services
Mr . Russell F .  Mast
Vice President for Student Affairs
Mr . James A . Shaw
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Dean, Elmer R. Smith College of Business 
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Dr . Wayne Miller 
Dean, College of Science 
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The University  
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Candidates for Degrees  
Subject to the completion of all curriculum requirements, degrees will be conferred upon those 
listed herein and upon such others as may meet the graduation requirements. An asterisk 
represents students who are earning two degrees simultaneously.
Graduate Degrees
Candidates for the degree Master of Arts
Shauna K . Boyd
Flatwoods, KY



















Scott William Patrick Taylor
Henderson, KY 
Communication
Candidates for the degree Master of Business Administration


















































Mt. Sterling , KY
Business Administration



















Candidates for the degree Master of Science
Nasser Mohammed Alkhaldi
Aljubail, Saudi Arabia
Engineering and Technology 
Management
Hamad M . Almarri
Al Hofuf, Saudi Arabia





































Engineering and Technology 
Management
Travis C . Porter
Olive Hill, KY
Engineering and Technology 
Management
Steven Michael Todd
Mt. Sterling , KY




Engineering and Technology 
Management
Undergraduate Degrees
Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology


































































































































Small Business Management and 
Entrepreneurship









Trent S . Liles























































Mt. Sterling , KY








Candidates for the degree Bachelor of Science 
Mustafa Alaali
Morehead, KY
Mechanical and Manufacturing 
Engineering Technology
Ahmad Alharbi
Hafr Al-Batin, Saudi Arabia




Electronics and Computer  
Engineering Technology
Brenton C . Anderson
Casper, WY






Taylor L . Barber
Morehead, KY
































































Mechanical and Manufacturing 
Engineering Technology












Connor B . Maxam
Winchester, KY

















Kaleb J . Shonkwiler
South Shore, KY 
Construction Management and  
Civil Engineering Technology 
Terri Michelle Sturgill
Pound, VA






Daniel C . Whitehouse
Danville, KY
Mechanical and Manufacturing 
Engineering Technology














Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences





















































































































Criminology and Criminal Justice
Maria Elena Montes
Louisa, KY

















Mt. Sterling , KY
Strategic Communication
Luke T . Skinner
Morehead, KY










Lee A . Weinberger
Lexington, KY
Public History











































































Candidates for the degree Bachelor of University Studies




























James L . Dalton
Louisa, KY
University Studies






















































Jennie L . Lester
Salyersville, KY
University Studies
Robert C . Meadows


















Brooke A . Ratliff
Morehead, KY
University Studies









Trevor St . John

















Katrina G . Wills
Mt. Sterling , KY
University Studies
Candidates for the degree Associate of Arts




Mt. Sterling , KY
University Studies
Toni Lynn Colombe











Shannon M . Minor
Olive Hill, KY
University Studies









This concludes the morning ceremony.
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Graduate Degrees
Candidate for the degree Doctor of Education
Carla Michelle Chappell
Henderson, KY
Educational Leadership - 
 Adult and Higher Education

















Adult and Higher Education
Amanda M . Creech
Cumberland, KY












Adult and Higher Education
Glenna Henson
Beaver, KY





























Candidates for the degree Master of Arts in Education
Patricia Concepcion
Tiffin, OH













Candidates for the degree Master of Arts in Teaching
Tara Brown
Bardstown, KY





























Interdisciplinary Early Childhood 
Education
 













Candidates for the degree Master of Science in Nursing
Treva Jenise Flannery
Grayson, KY












Family Nurse Practitioner,  
Primary Care
Timothy A . Smallwood
Frenchburg , KY




Ernst and Sara Lane Volgenau College of Education  
Candidates for the degree Bachelor of Arts 
Shelby Loren Adkins
West Liberty, KY
Early Elementary and  
Learning and Behavior Disorders
Macy Laine Allen










Early Elementary and  
Learning and Behavior Disorders





Early Elementary and  
Learning and Behavior Disorders
Madison Baylee Collins
McDowell, KY
















Early Elementary and  































Learning and Behavior Disorders  
and Middle Grades Education
Brianna Shay Maggard
Sandy Hook, KY
Early Elementary and  
Learning and Behavior Disorders
Allyson Brooke Marcum
Louisa, KY
Early Elementary and  







April A . McFarlin
Ashland, KY










Early Elementary and  


































Early Elementary and  











Jordan E . Turley
Paris, KY
Child Development
























Candidates for the degree Bachelor of Science
Sarah Beth Allen
Lexington, KY
Leadership in Medical Imaging
Rebecca Elizabeth Angell
Dry Ridge, KY
Mathematics - MSU Teach 
Callie M . Arnold


























Mathematics - MSU Teach
Kala M . Brown
Lexington, KY
Earth Systems - Geology





















































































Emma C . Marriner
Morehead, KY































Brittany M . Rust

















Thomas Jon Sonafrank, Jr .
Seagrove, NC































































































Mt. Sterling , KY
Nursing






























































Heidi R . Lyons
West Liberty, KY
Nursing



















Mt. Sterling , KY
Nursing


















Randy C . Thornberry
Cincinnati, OH
Respiratory Care
This concludes the afternoon ceremony .








The University Mace 
The practice of carrying a mace in academic processions dates to medieval times 
in England when a person bearing a mace, a formidable weapon, walked in front of 
the highest-ranking official as they entered and departed ceremonial occasions, to 
protect him or her from personal injury .
As adapted by European and American universities, the mace has become a symbol 
of office to the institution’s president and is carried by a distinguished member of 
the faculty . At Morehead State, the joint office of faculty grand marshal and mace 
bearer is held by the current recipient of the Distinguished Teacher Award .
The mace of Morehead State University was fashioned from Eastern Kentucky 
walnut in 1984 by John S . VanHoose, a retired faculty member from the 
Department of Industrial Education and Technology .
Academic Honors - Baccalaureate Degree
Summa Cum Laude - With highest honors
Magna Cum Laude - With great honors
Cum Laude - With honors
Academic Honors - Associate Degree
Distinction - With distinction 
33
Academic Costumes 
The wearing of academic costumes is a custom that goes back to the Middle 
Ages . Since the early European and English universities were founded by the 
church, the students and teachers were required to wear distinctive gowns at 
all times . Although the custom was brought to this country in Colonial days, 
the requirement for students was soon dropped . The custom for professors was 
confined to special occasions such as graduation exercises and inaugurations 
of new presidents . With the increase in the number of educational institutions 
and the development of new subject-matter fields, some confusion arose in time 
about the type of gown and the specific color to denote various degrees . To 
introduce desirable uniformity and set up a clearing house for new developments, a 
commission representing leading American colleges produced The Intercollegiate 
Code in 1895 . In 1932, a national committee of the American Council on 
Education revised this code into The Academic Costume Code . It was revised in 
1959 . Although not obligatory, most of the educational institutions in the country 
follow it in awarding their degrees, earned and honorary .
The most significant part of the academic dress is the hood . The color of its velvet 
border indicates the academic field, and it is lined with the color or colors of the 
institution granting the degree . The hoods of those receiving a Master of Arts or an 
honorary degree of Doctor of Letters have those same color indications, but each 
successively higher degree carries with it a longer hood . The doctoral hood also has 
side panels on the back .
Although most doctoral gowns are black with black velvet bars and panels, in some 
cases the color of the gown is that of the university conferring the degree . All such 
gowns have black bars and panels .
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Academic fields may also be indicated by the color of velvet on the doctoral gowns; 
three two-inch bars on the sleeves and a five-inch border extending from the back 
of the neck down the two sides in front . For the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, 
the color is dark blue; for Doctor of Medicine, green; for Doctor of Education, light 
blue; for Doctor of Science, golden yellow . These colors also appear in the velvet of 
the hood unless the hood represents an honorary degree . The Doctor of Laws has 
purple velvet . The Doctor of Humanities is white, as is the Doctor of Letters . The 
Doctor of Public Administration has a hood with velvet in pale aqua .
Caps are black . Tassels are usually black for bachelor’s and master’s degrees, gold 
for doctorates . Gowns for bachelor’s and master’s are plain black, but sleeves of the 
latter are short with “trailing elbows .” Doctoral gowns of European universities are 
usually very colorful . The caps are often of some soft material such as velvet and are 
ordinarily not of the conventional mortar-board shape . Several examples may be 
seen in the University faculty:
Arts, Letters, Humanities - white 
Commerce, Accountancy, Business - drab
Education - light blue
Engineering - orange
Fine Arts - brown
Journalism - crimson
Law - purple




Philosophy - dark blue
Physical Education - sage green
Science - golden yellow
Social Science - cream
Theology - scarlet
Veterinary Science - gray
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Nondiscrimination Statement 
Morehead State University is committed to providing equal educational 
opportunities to all persons regardless of race, color, national origin, age, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disabled veterans, 
recently separated veterans, other protected veterans, and armed forces service 
medal veterans, or disability in its educational programs, services, activities, 
employment policies, and admission of students to any program of study . In this 
regard the University conforms to all the laws, statutes, and regulations concerning 
equal employment opportunities and affirmative action . This includes: Title VI and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972, Executive Orders 11246 and 11375, Equal Pay Act of 1963, Vietnam 
Era Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act of 1967, Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and Kentucky Revised Statutes 207 .130 
to 207 .240; Chapter 344 and other applicable statutes . Vocational educational 
programs at Morehead State University supported by federal funds include 
industrial education, vocational agriculture, business education, and the associate 
degree program in nursing . Any inquiries should be addressed to: Affirmative 
Action Officer, Morehead State University, 301 Howell-McDowell Administration 
Building, Morehead, KY 40351, 606-783-2097 .
Alma Mater
(The audience is invited to participate.)
 Far above the rolling campus,
 Resting in the dale,
 Stands the dear old Alma Mater
 We will always hail .
 Shout in chorus, raise your voices,
 Blue and Gold - praise you .
 Winning through to fame and glory,
 Dear old M-S-U .
